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June 24, 2009

The Honorable Peter Courtney
Senate President
900 Court Street NE, S-201
Salem, OR 97301

Dear President Courtney:

I am returning Enrolled Senate Bill 580 unsigned and disapproved.

SB 580 directs the Oregon Department of Transportation to make every effort to implement
tolling on the 1-5and 1-205bridges across the Columbia River and mandates development of a toll
rate by January, 2011, that would allow for congestion indexing. Though I agree with some of the
sentiments of the legislation, I believe that it is premature to mandate these decisions legislatively.

I am pleased by our progress on the Columbia River Crossing, working in partnership with
the State of Washington on this bi-state project. SB 580 imposes an artificial deadline that is not
helpful and ultimately could be detrimental to the progress we've made.

Governor Gregoire and I jointly named the Project Sponsors Council (PSC) and empowered
them to advise the departments of transportation on project development. PSC will make
recommendations after considering technical information, receiving input from advisory groups and
reviewing public comments. The PSC will make recommendations on the completion of
environmental work, project design and timeline, financing, and sustainability efforts including
construction techniques and compliance with greenhouse gas emission reduction goals.

I believe that tolling should and will be a part of this project. In fact, I don't believe that the
project can happen without some tolling. However, mandating the date that toll rates must be set
usurps the work of the P'SC. The broad portfolio of issues that must be integrated into the final
recommendations of the Oregon and Washington Departments of Transportation should not be
subject to a date imposed on the Oregon side ofthe river. We should not jeopardize the cooperative
spirit with Washington State.

I appreciate that the proponents of this legislation want to help move the project forward.
Unfortunately, I don't believe this legislation accomplishes that goal..
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